How to Use the Download Version of
I HEARD IT FROM THE SHEPHERDS

Introduction:

Now that you have purchased the download version, you realize what a bargain it is! Even if you have only ten children in your choir, an accompanist and you… this is costing you less that $5.00 per participant; the more people you have involved, the less expensive it becomes!

AND unlike most published musicals for children, this one has a complete 10-week rehearsal plan complete with lots of fun activities and Bible studies for the children.

You can make as many copies of each song (singers, accompanist, handbells, instruments and/or full score) as you need for use in your local church. REMEMBER, we have your word that you will not share this material with any other church or organization; we’re counting on your holding up your end of this bargain!

Downloading the Files:

· We suggest you download the pdf files of the songs; unless you have Finale 2006b, the music files may not download and paginate appropriately.*

· The activity pages, the rehearsal plans and the drama script and support materials are mostly in pdf format; a few are Microsoft Word documents. In a couple of cases, you have an option of which kind you want to open. [e.g. the drama script in the Word document makes it possible for you to insert your own children’s names into the script to make it easier to rehearse with their REAL names!]

· You can simply open and print one copy of each file; then reproduce as many as you need.

· However, we suggest that you download the entire musical onto a CD disk… then open the files and print them out from that.
· Realize that the full color pages will either need to be printed out on a color printer (laser or ink-jet) OR taken to a quick-print place to have them reproduced in color! For instance, you’ll want to print the covers for the musical in color [see below].

* - If you download the Finale 2006b files, check them very closely to be sure every measure and every score download.  The pdf files are a sure thing! That material can not move around the page on you!

Putting the Music Together:

· Print all the music scores out front-and-back; they are designed to be printed that way, so that in the case of the children’s music (Singer’s Score), the child only has one sheet per song! This will also keep the accompanist from turning lots of extra pages.

NOTE: The children’s pages have ONLY their part (usually the melody) and words; they don’t have to keep up with all the extra scores for piano, handbells, etc. It is a “clean” way for them to learn to follow the printed music!

· Three-hole punch all the music pages!

· If your office duplicating machine doesn’t do front and back (and you don’t want to take it to a printer), plastic page sleeves can be loaded with front-and-back pages… this is an especially good option for the accompanist or the full scores.

· Go to a local office supply store and buy enough pocketed, three-tab theme folders for each child to have one; better yet, you’ll find you can purchase ½” three-ring binders in a variety of colors for less than a dollar at most places. [Since you’ve saved so much money by downloading this musical, you can “splurge” on some nice folders!] They’re also re-useable! If you get binders with the clear plastic sleeve on the front, you can slide that full-color cover in, and it looks all “professional”!
· Put the music in order so they will have a complete book of the music the first time they meet!

· Print out the full-color cover for each child; either three-hole punch it and put it at the front of their booklet… OR print it out on an 8 ½” x 11” label and attach it to the front of their file-folder or notebook. Like we mentioned above, if you’re purchasing 3-ring binders, see if they have any ½” ones with the clear front cover into which you can slide the cover!

· FYI – even the full score will go in a ½” binder!
· Some of you like for the children to experience/sing the music before they see it in print; if that’s the case, you can give them the single-page copy of each song whenever in the process you want them to add “seeing” to the experience; that’s one reason we made only one sheet per song!

Activity Pages –

· Go ahead and print out all these activity pages… in color if at all possible… to see which ones you may want to use; even if you don’t follow the 10-week rehearsal plan, you may want to incorporate many of the games and activities and/or Bible studies into your rehearsals.

· You’ll notice in the instruction pages for the activities, some need to be run on heavier card stock; believe me, this will work better than 20 lb. paper!

· Again, remember you can make as many copies of each sheet as you need for your local church/organization’s use.

· After the children have completed an activity, encourage them to add it to the side-pockets of their folders; you could even three-hole punch these pages, too, to put into the three-ring binder!
Teaching Plans –
· Like the activity pages, go ahead and print out a copy of each of these; we put them in separate files so you can print them out for your leaders each week and not have to keep up with hard copies.

· These are set up for a ten-week cycle. If you plan to do fewer rehearsals, merge some of the plans.

· If you have older, more experienced-with-choir children—or you yourself have lots of children’s choir leadership experience-- you may not need to follow each lesson as closely; however, you will find some great support help in that material.

· You may not spread this project out over ten weeks, but we planned it to cover MOST of the fall singing season; add in a kick-off piece and a thanksgiving anthem and you’re ready to go from September to mid-December.

NOTE: In the teaching plans for “Cradle Dance,” realize that you have the option of having the children sing and do the movements, have a soloist sing while the children do the movements, OR have the children sing and have a solo dancer or dance ensemble interpret the song!
During the year, we may send you additional activities or suggestions for your production; because we have requested an e-mail address from the person who purchased this musical for your church/organization, we will send those to that person.

If you have any problem opening any of the files or downloading anything from the musical, please call us (Rg: 919/451-7816 – Vicki: 615/297-1331) immediately or e-mail us at rg@WorshipRx.com or VixW@aol.com. We want to help you any way we can to make this a positive experience for you and for the children… and eventually for the audience!

